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CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 

September 15, 2021 5:30 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
 
Commissioners Present: Julia Freeman 
    Scott Schipper  

Linda Topinka 
Monica Vallejo 

 
Staff Present: Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven 

Umaru Balde, Investigator 
 Kelly Hemmer, Senior Administrative Assistant 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Topinka called the meeting to order at 5:29 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners and staff introduced themselves.  
 

III. Public Response 
Tamara Marcus, founder of Advocates for Social Justice, Linn County Director of 
Sustainability, and candidate for city council, was in attendance. 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes from July 21, 2021, August 18, 2021, and September 7, 2021 

meetings 
Commissioner Freeman moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Schipper seconded the 
motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 
V. Social Media Presentation 

Munsterman-Scriven suggested postponing the social media presentation until the October 
meeting as several Commissioners were not in attendance. All Commissioners present agreed 
to the postponement.  
 

VI. Report from Chair 
Commissioner Topinka stated she did not have a report from the Chair in Commissioner 
White’s absence. 
   

VII. Director’s Report 
Munsterman-Scriven stated she is taking part in the street and park renaming committee with 
the city, which will rename city assets to better represent the values of the city and show that 
Cedar Rapids is a welcoming community. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven shared information from several outreach events that staff attended. 
Stated staff attended a convening regarding equity in local government, which was held for 
government employees, commissions, and boards. Stated the refugee know your rights 
workshop was held recently. Stated there were some union representatives present and they 
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were excited to have the information so they could pass it on to coworkers. Stated a few 
complaints have arisen that the presenting group is working on addressing. While some of the 
complaints are not within the Commission’s jurisdiction, presenting group members are 
working on pointing the complainants in the right direction, including the Iowa Civil Rights 
Commission and the Department of Labor. Stated the workshop was help specifically for 
refugees there are specific laws regarding their employability upon entering the country. Stated 
a separate workshop will be done for immigrants. Commissioner Schipper asked which 
countries have individuals that are considered refugees versus immigrants. Munsterman-
Scriven stated certain criteria must be met in order for an individual to be considered a refugee. 
Blade stated the United States has its own category to determine who is a refugee and that there 
are subcategories. Munsterman-Scriven stated she would speak with someone at the Catherine 
McAuley Center and get more information. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated staff attended the Vet’s Stand Down resource fair on September 10 
for homeless veterans. Stated staff also attended Festival Latino on September 12. 
Commissioner Vallejo stated the event had a great turnout. Munsterman-Scriven stated 
September 10-19 is Welcoming Week. Stated it is a nationwide initiative that welcomes new 
individuals to the country, working to engage people, and create an inclusive environment. 
Stated the Commission’s storytelling videos would be shared on social media throughout the 
week. Stated the Cedar Rapids Metro Economic Alliance would also be sharing the videos on 
their social media pages. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven also uplifted upcoming outreach events. Stated AsianFest will be held 
Saturday, September 18 from 12-4. Stated Commissioners Topinka and Vallejo are scheduled 
to work the first shift and that herself and Kelly Hemmer would be working the second shift.  
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated she would be taking part in a panel discussion regarding HF802 
regarding racial and sexism training that schools and governments are allowed to teach. Stated 
many educators are confused about what can and cannot be said. Stated the Commission is 
partnering with an attorney, students, and others to provide guidance for educators. 
Commissioner Schipper stated Prairie held a similar workshop which was very helpful. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the African American Museum of Iowa’s History Makers Gala will 
be held on October 7. Stated the Commission has purchased a table for 10 and Commissioners 
are welcome to attend. Commissioner Vallejo stated she was interested in attending. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Stated the 
Commission will be co-hosting a panel discussion with several local organizations to provide 
information and how to be better allies. Stated the event is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 12 at 6:30pm and will be held virtually. Stated she would let Commissioners know 
when the date has been finalized. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated November is Native American History Month. Stated she has 
reached out to several individuals to put together a panel discussion. Stated Karen Mackey, the 
Executive Director of the Sioux City Human Rights Commission and a director on the Iowa 
Commission on Native Americans, has confirmed she can attend. Stated she has reached out to 
a few other individuals and is waiting to hear back. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission is partnering with the library, Advocates for Social 
Justice, and Allies for Social Justice to host an event on November 9 on how to be an ally for 
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racial equity in everyday life. Stated she and Anthony Arrington will be co-presenting and a 
panel discussion will be held afterwards.  
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated that work plan updates are included in the packet. Stated one goal 
included in the work plan was creating a comprehensive data analysis, including GIS mapping. 
Stated IT is willing to help with the mapping process. Also stated the Commission continues to 
provide trainings, however, the e-learnings are unavailable as the Flash program is no longer 
supported. Stated she has reached out to IT but they do not have a solution yet. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the outreach report is included in the packet and noted that there 
was an increase in social media followers. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated staff is in the process of updating Chapter 69. Stated changes 
include increasing the number of Commissioners from 7 to 9 and inclusion of gender neutral 
language. Stated the ordinance must be substantially equivalent with the Fair Housing Act and 
she has forwarded it on the HUD for review. Once HUD approves the ordinance, it will come 
before the Commission to be approved, and then be presented to city council. Stated she is still 
waiting on feedback from HUD.  

 
VIII. Additional Information 

Commissioner Freeman asked if the trivia questions used at outreach events could be updated. 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the most recent intern reviewed and updated the questions. 
 
Commissioner Freeman asked if the Commission would be holding an event with the LGBTQ 
Youth Center. Munsterman-Scriven stated she has reached out to CR Pride asking to hold an 
event in November but she has not heard back yet. 
 
Commissioner Schipper asked if staff needed any support from Commissioners. Munsterman-
Scriven stated an easy way to offer support is by sharing the Commission’s social media posts 
to their personal pages. 
 
Commissioner Freeman asked if the Commission had brochures available in Asian languages 
that can be handed out at AsianFest. Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission does have 
some available. 
 
Commissioner Vallejo asked if the Commission could do a movie night for Hispanic Heritage 
Month. Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission is not currently holding any in person 
events. Stated movie events held in 2021 required event participants to watch the film before 
the event and then the movie would be discussed virtually. Stated the events only included 
movies that could be watched for free. Munsterman-Scriven asked Commissioner Vallejo to 
call her within the next few days to discuss movie options. 

 
IX. Adjournment 

Commissioner Freeman moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:35 p.m. Commissioner Topinka 
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved, with no discussion. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Kelly Hemmer 
 
 
 


